Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 26th May 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 30th JUNE 2026

Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr Done  (Chairman)
Cllr R Dover
Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr Parry
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]County Cllr Arwel Jones
Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council


	1 Apologies for absence  
None (all present)



	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on  38th April 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2026 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Savage, seconded by Cllr Parry and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1   Ref: item 4.2.  Olive Nials’ Bench
The Clerk reported that the company expects payment for the bench before it is delivered. He said that it is customary to receive goods before they are paid for and requested the Council’s permission for payment to be made prior to receipt.  Cllr James said that the replacement bench is now urgent. The existing bench has suffered further vandalism. A replacement plaque is ready to put on the bench once it is in place.
 
Council approved pre-payment
ACTION:  Clerk

4.2.  Ref: item 4.3.  The Clerk confirmed that he had sent letters of thanks to Mrs Williams and Mrs Canavan for their work with the planters.

4.3.  Ref: item 7.5.  Littering
Cllr Parry agreed that he would raise the possibility of children at the School designing an anti-littering poster. The prize for the best entry will be that the poster will be used in the Council’s anti-littering campaign.
ACTION:  Cllr Parry

4.4 Ref: item 12.2.  Invitation to Russell George
The Clerk said that since Mr George had not been re-elected this matter is now closed. 

4.4.  Ref: item 12.3  Invitation to Steve Withenden MP
Cllr parry said that Mr. Withenden had already visited a number of community councils. He would extend an invitation to him to attend Carreghofa.
ACTION:  Cllr Parry


	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 21st April 2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 9586.89
Current account:   	 £ 1038.66
Pension account  	 £ 77.07

5.2  Insurance Premium Renewal      
As there were no other quotes the Clerk recommended that the Council continues to insure with Zurich Insurance for an agreed 3 year period at a premium of £906.03 This was agreed.

5.3   Approval of Payments
· Llanymynech Village hall – Rent for the May 26 meeting  £24.00
· Clerk  -  Postage to Internal auditor £10.95. 
The Clerk pointed out that the Internal Auditor has recommended that we do not use Petty Cash. We have the sum of  £5.65 in hand. He recommended that this amount is used as part payment, thus clearing the Petty Cash pot. The remainder to be paid is then £5.30

Payment of the above items was approved.


	 6. Planning  
6.1.  Planning Application 23/1122/FUL
As a result of the decision reached at the last meeting, the Clerk confirmed that he had submitted a request for action to the Planning Enforcement section at Powys County Council.
He had received an acknowledgement saying that Planning Enforcement is committed to addressing the Council’s  concerns with the utmost attention and efficiency. But asking that there is no contact for 84 days, in line with Welsh Government targets. Council was concerned about the time especially as there is no meeting in August which would mean that the earliest that the matter would ne referred back to the Council would be 29th September.
Council asked the Clerk to contact the Planning Enforcement department and ask for a resolution intime for the July meeting on 28th July.
ACTION:  Clerk


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Mr Richard Harrison, Project Manager (CRT) and Ms Marina Churm, Community Engagement Coordinator (CRT) joined the meeting for this item via a video link.

The Chairmen began by asking for an update on progress.
Mr Harrison said that the main structure of the Carreghofa Bridge was in place and work had started on the roads to either side. He said that this was not as straightforward as had been supposed as there is a sharp angle where the road will cross the canal.

Cllr Dover asked about the projected closure of Carreghofa Lane between 1st to the 9th June. There was concern that the alternative access is a narrow lane with a large pothole which would not be accessible to heavy traffic including traffic to and from the Holiday Park.

Me Harrison assured the meeting that the road would not be completely closed. There will be stop /go signs in operation and metal plates would be put across the road to facilitate the  passage of vehicles.
Delays should only be a matter of minutes.

Ms Churm asked which were the best ways of informing the public and she was advised to use the Community Facebook page.

Cllr Hall was concerned that it appears that the bridge will take a very sharp right.

The Chairman asked when the two sections of the canal would be re-connected; the depth of water in the canal seems very shallow at the moment to the point that the small narrow boat at Llanymynech Wharf is unable to run trips.

Mr Harrison agreed that there was not enough water at present by said that a team was working at Tanat Weir to rectify this.

Cllr Dover asked about future dredging from the Old Walls Bridge to Carreghofa Locks. Mr Harrison said that there had previously been problems with land access so the new bridge needed to be completed so that barges could get through.

Cllr Hall asked about the planning application for Williams Bridge. Mr Harrison said that the application had been pending for over a year. There had been a change in the County Council Highways staff  and they had raised additional matters that needed to be resolved. A revised plan had been submitted and he hoped that Planning permission would be granted within the next month to six weeks.

Work could start as early as eight weeks from now.

The Chairman asked about the electrical connections. Mr Harrison assured him that electricity would come from the pole on the Carreghofa side. He also said that fibre optics would need to be re-routed.

Cllr Hall asked about the closure of the canal during the construction phase. She pointed out that the canal towpath is popular with both walkers and cyclists.

Mr Harrison said that the lay-by at Williams Bridge will be closed but it should still be possible for walkers to gain access to the towpath.

The Chairman said that there must be provision for car parking after the bridge has been completed. Mr Harrison said that the lay-by on the Carreghofa side could be widened to allow parking for 5 to 6 vehicles.

Cllr Hall queried whether Kier will undertake the contract for the new Williams Bridge and Mr Harrison said that  a different company would do this work.

County Cllr Arwel Jones asked about lottery funding for the aqueduct. Ms Churm said that core drilling and diving had taken place last week prior to revising the plan and before taking it forwards.

Mr Harrison said that the submission date for the bid is the 6th August and a decision is expected in January 2027.

He also confirmed that the works to the Wern nature reserve have been completed and planning for a proposed reserve near the aqueduct between the canal and the River Vyrnwy has been submitted.

Cllr Savage, referring back to the works at Carreghofa Bridge, asked about a large pit which has been dug between the new road and the car park. She was concerned that it is between the car park and the children’s play area and could pose a danger to children. Mr Harrison said this was concerned with drainage. The area had been excavated out and fenced off.

Cllr Savage, referring back to the works at Carreghofa Bridge, asked about a large pit which has been
dug between the new road and the car park. She was concerned that it is between the car park and the
children's play area and could pose a danger to children. Mr Harrison said this was concerned with
drainage. The area had been excavated out and will be fenced off upon completion of the works.

The Chairman raised concerns about the route of the towpath and asked about the existing concrete walls that have been excavated. Mr Harrison said that their purpose is to protect the Severn-Trent water main.

In answer to a question about speeding Mr Harrison said that this has been dealt with. He felt that the problem was with only one driver who had been spoken to. He asked that any further problems should be referred to him as soon as possible.

Cllr Dover said that there appeared to be a very large amount of stone which needed to be moved. Mr Harrison did not feel that there was too much .

The Chairman asked about the possibility of re-connecting the canal to the main line on the English side of the border. Mr Harrison said that although the Montgomery canal Restoration group are doing some work there is currently no funding for major works on the English side of the border. He opined that it could be many years before the re-connection could be made.

Ms Churm said that there are still plans for an open day on the new bridge crossing before it opens to traffic. She expects that community groups would be interested in this and will be looking at dates between July and September.

The Chairman then thanked Mr Harrison and Ms Churm for giving their time to liaise with the Community Council and the Zoom meeting was concluded.

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
Cllr Parry said that the leaflet had still not been done. He confirmed that he would bring it to the next meeting and would add in information on council vacancies.
ACTION: Cllr Parry

7.3.   Vacancy on the Council
Cllr Parry reported that there had been no positive responses from people who might consider being co-opted as a councillor The Council will continue to highlight the vacancies on its social media platforms.

7.4.   Save Rodney’s Pillar
Council noted the request in the papers for the meeting sent by Carol Davies, secretary of @Save Rodney’s Pillar’ for support in their campaign to secure lottery funding to restore the pillar. It was a greed that a letter of support would be sent .
ACTION:  Clerk

7.5.  Bus Stop Bench 
Council noted the report in the papers for the meeting. Powys County Council has confirmed that it will not provide a bus shelter as requested because of visibility issues and the need to raise the kerb. but has offered to contribute around £1500 towards a park-style bench at the stop. However, the Community Council would have to meet the cost of  the groundwork and installation The Community Council would also have to cover the rest of the total amount to install the bench.  An alternative option is that Powys County Council would provide a metal rail style bench installed at the stop. This would be less ergonomic as it is the same sort of seating that is in bus shelters and there would not be a choice of bench but it  would be more cost-effective for the Community Council.

The Chairman was concerned as lots of elderly people use the bus stop and, in bad weather, have no shelter from rain and winds.  Cllr Jones said that if the bus shelter had transparent sides, she could not understand how there would be visibility issues.

The Chairman felt that some additional support was needed and he thought that this could be raised with our MP. Meanwhile he urged all councillors to take photographs of bus shelters which may help to demonstrate how a shelter could reasonably be erected in Llanymynech.
ACTION:  All

7.6. Dogs’ nuisance  -  Tan-y-Foel
Following an approach by County Cllr Arwel Jones, a response had been received from County Councillor Matthew Dorrance, Deputy Leader of Powys County Council. He pointed out that tenants had to gain permission from the Housing Department before keeping in excess of one dog or two cats or, or other pets unsuitable for keeping in a private residence Nonetheless the benefit of keeping pets in the property for their emotional wellbeing, and permission is not unreasonably refused.

Cllr Dorrance had asked that evidence of the nuisance caused should be sent to the Housing Department so that appropriate action can be taken. Cllr Hall suggested that this be referred back to the resident who had raised the matter with the Community Council and the matter could also be highlighted on the Council’s Facebook page.  Cllr Parry suggested that a Housing Officer could go and investigate.

Cllr Hall said there was also an issue with dog fouling in Tan-y-Foel.

ACTION:  Cllrs Hall and Parry to put on the Council’s Facebook Page
Clerk to communicate with the person who raised the issue

7.7.  One Voice Wales  -  National Conference
Council noted the communication from One Voice Wales inviting representatives to attend its National Conference. Unfortunately, no one was available.

7.8  Donation Request  - National Eisteddfod 
Council received a request from Peter Jones Gwenllïan Carr,  Chair, 2027 National Eisteddfod Local Fund Strategic Director for a donation towards the cost of the 2027 national Eisteddfod to be held in South Gwynedd. The Clerk said that this did not meet the criteria set out in the Council’s Donations Policy. The Council decided, with regret, that it would not be able to make a donation.
ACTION: Clerk to inform Mr Carr.

7.9.  County Councillor’s update                                                (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
Finance meeting for the 11 months to 28/2/26.
Surplus of £3.4m mainly due to some additional grants received.

Savings of £12.3m had to be achieved plus a rollover of £3.7m for the 24/25 Budget making a total of £16m. Looking like there will be a shortfall of £3m.

Pleasing to report that some potholes in the area have been repaired and general highway work is being undertaken locally.

7.10. Social media Activity for the Council                             (Cllrs Hall & Parry)
Nothing new to report


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Walls Bridge
These matters were dealt with earlier in the meeting

8.2. Football Field
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he was no further forward in negotiating with Lewis Brothers.  However, he though that they would be amenable to renewing the lease on an annual basis until the revised LDP had been published.

The Clerk asked if there was a time after which land used as a community amenity would have to be retained for that purpose. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would take advise from Powys County Council’s Legal Department
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.   Closure of Carreghofa Lane 1st – 10th June 
This matter had been covered earlier in the agenda.
9.2.  Road Repairs and Potholes
Cllrs Hall and Dover reported that the potholes on Carreghofa Lane had now been filled but that the very large pothole on the link road which would be used if Carreghofa Lane is closed had not been done. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he had been assured that the work would be done and he would raise the matter again.
Post meeting note: This has now been done.


9.3   Redefining yellow lines. 
The Chairman reported that some double yellow lines are so worn that motorists are parking on them unawares. He asked if the lines could be repainted. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would raise the matter with the Highways Department and the Trunk Road Agent
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Nothing to report

10.3. Village Hall
Nothing to report


	Correspondence
11.1. Matters for decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	Dave Bartholomew Cllr Llanfair Clydogu & Cellan Community Council. 
	24th April
	Minutes from 31/03/26 Meeting of Community Councils to discuss Towy/Teifi, Towy / Usk & Vyrnwy Frankton projects

	Powys C. C.
	26th April
	Further service update: Waste and recycling collection

	One Voice Wales
	29th April
	The Voice

	One Voice Wales
	1st May
	E bulletin 23

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	1st May
	Safe Havens

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	5th May
	Enhanced flood response strategy

	PAVO
	5th May
	Big walk of hope

	One Voice Wales
	7th May
	Training dates  -  May, June

	Powys County Council
	7th May
	Update to Planning Applications public website

	One Voice Wales
	11th May
	Funding newsletter

	Powys / Dyfed Police
	11th May
	Police and Crime Commissioner bulletin

	One Voice Wales
	11th May
	Webinar SERIES -  5 Pillars of Nature Recovery.

	One Voice Wales
	11th May
	Cost of living crisis project – Support newsletter

	Powys Citizens’ Advice
	13th May
	Our impact 25 / 26

	One Voice Wales
	13th May
	Biodiversity packages

	Smoovie
	13th May
	New cinema opportunity for towns and villages in Wales

	Tesco
	13th May
	New grant opportunity

	Play Wales
	19th May
	May e bulletin




	
12. Any Other Business
12.1    Canal Project Update
A request had been received from Katherine Gilmour inviting the Community Council to send a representative to an update event about the Canal Restoration on Thursday 11th June.

The Chairman was nominated to represent Carreghofa.
ACTION: Clerk to respond to Ms Gilmour

12.2.  Cardiff Capital Region - Strategic Development Plan Call for Strategic Candidate Sites 
The Clerk had sent out a paper which had arrived after the papers for the meeting had been dispatched. Council noted the contents.

12.3.  Tennis Club Open Day
Cllr James informed the meeting that the Tennis Club would be hosting an Open Day on 11th June and encouraged councillors to attend.


	13.      Date of the next meeting:
Tuesday 30th June  2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.

ACTION: All to note.



Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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